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Worldskills Auto Electrical Competition
by Richard Sullivan
The competition to locate Australia’s best 
Auto Electrical Apprentice has concluded, 
and we officially have a winner.

Held every two years, the WorldSkills 
Australia National Championships is an 
Australia-wide competition that seeks to 
the find best apprentice across over 60 
skills and trades. Auto Electrical has long 
been one of the most competitive trades 
represented at this competition, with 
Auto Electrical apprentices all across 
the country competing at a regional 
competition before being selected to 
compete nationally.

After two postponements due to covid-19 
lockdowns and border restrictions, 
the most recent WorldSkills Australia 
National Championships was held as a 
hybrid competition for the first time, with 
a flagship event in Perth, and satellite 
competitions at multiple locations across 
QLD, NSW, SA and ACT.

In order to uphold the integrity of 
the WorldSkills Australia National 
Championships, competitions at each 
location needed to be replicated perfectly, 
so that the tasks and judging were not 
compromised in any way.

The Auto Electrical judging team needed 
to be expanded to cope with this new 
challenge, and we were lucky enough to 
engage the services of the following people 
to adjudicate over the 3 different State 
venues:

Rick Sullivan, Chief Judge, from TAFE 
QLD Gold Coast, Bruce Muller from 
SkillsTech Australia Brisbane, Scott 
Williamson from Cooldrive Autoparts, 

Brad Gamel from MTAWA, Sam Jones 
from TAFE NSW Wetherill Park and Peter 
Coleman, retired TAFE New England 
teacher and former Chief Judge.

Each competitor was tasked with five 
different scenarios from Body Control 
Systems, Electronic Spark Management, 
Starting and Charging, Schematic 
Drawing, and installation of Ancillary 
Electronic accessories to show their 
strengths and locate the overall winner.

The competition ran over a modified 
2-day event instead of the traditional 
3 days, and tasks were all scored at 20 
points per discipline over the 5 tasks, on 
scales ranging from 2 points, down to 0.1 
of a point. As the competition neared its 
completion, any extra mark awarded for a 
procedure or method meant the difference 
from a podium finish or not.

Auto Electrical was supported by industry 
sponsors Redarc Electronics, Napa 
Autoparts, MyCar, Snap-On Tools, TAFE 
Queensland, TAFE New South Wales, 
TAFE Western Australia, and MTAWA.

The Gold medal winner for Auto Electrical 
was Sean Niemeyer from New England 
region, New South Wales, and his employer 
is Richard Schmidt from Armidale Auto 
Electrics.

Sean will now be supported by the 
Worldskills Australia organization to 
further his career and open opportunities 
for his future, as has occurred with 
previous Gold Medal winners.

The Silver medal went to Evan Cripps from 
Tasmania, and his apprentice employer 
was Clark Auto Electrics in the North 
of Tasmania. Evan now runs his own 
business, ERC Electrical Solutions.

The Bronze medal was awarded to 
Lachlan Gibson from Queensland. His 
apprenticeship employer was with Village 
Motors Northlakes under employer Scott 
Heard, and his current employer is Gezim 
Bashi from Bashi’s Auto Electrics in 
Caboolture, Queensland.

We congratulate these competitors, 
especially as they have been in training 
for the last two years with their mentors in 
a virtual environment while covid delayed 
the competitions.

The competition has shown that Auto 
Electrical is alive and well, and that our 
proactive employers are looking to train 
highly skilled apprentices to support 
their businesses, and the future of Auto 
Electrical in Australia.

With the government incentives available 
now to employ our future tradesman, 
this is a great time to find that new star 
apprentice for your business.

As Worldskills Australia gets ready to 
announce the Australian Skillaroos team 
to compete on the world stage at the 
WorldSkills International Competition in 
Shanghai in 2022, I urge all employers to 
support their apprentices to compete in 
the next round of regional competitions. 
Regional competition winners will have 
the opportunity to showcase their talents 
at the next Worldskills Australia National 
Championship, to be held in Victoria in 
August 2023.

For enquiries, please go to www.
worldskills.org.au or speak to your 
local TAFE, or Registered Training 
Organization to see how you can get 
involved.


